


Our prospectus is designed to give you a flavour 
of life at Perins. We hope you can see that we are 
passionate about meeting the challenge of preparing 
students for their future adult roles. 
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From the Headteacher

Choosing a school is one of the most important 
things we as parents can do for our children and 
I thank you for considering our school. At Perins 
we are committed to providing a rounded and rich 
educational experience for all our students with 
the belief that everyone is entitled to high levels 
of individual achievement, care and support. We 
are proud of our sense of community, with the 
quality of relationships between staff and students 
characterised by trust, respect and mutual support.

Perins provides an active learning environment where 
pupils can thrive and enjoy school life, and it is a pleasure 
to be a part of this. We are recognised nationally 

“ Perins is an inclusive community 
school providing students with 
an outstanding education.” 
Ofsted

for our excellent academic standards  
as well as our outstanding provision 
within sports, drama, music, art and a 
host of other activities. Whatever 
the passion is within the child, 
we will do everything in our 
power to enhance this; to fully 
realise their potential and to 
ensure that they have the 
strongest foundation for 
their future lives.

At Perins every student has three basic rights:
• the right to be safe
• the right to learn
• the right to be respected

I am committed to working with all students, staff and parents to 
continue developing Perins into a centre of academic excellence. 
I am confident that we are able to provide our students with all of the 
knowledge and skills that they need for future success.

If you would like to find out more about Perins and see us in action, we 
hold annual Open Days and Open Evenings in the summer and autumn 
term for Year 5 and 6 parents to which you are warmly invited. If your 
child is looking to join Perins during the school year, please feel free 
to phone the school office so we can make an appointment for you to 
visit the school. I look forward to meeting you.

Mr S Jones 
Headteacher 
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Transition from primary to secondary school is an 
exciting time for many children who look forward 
to this change with enthusiasm. The opportunity 
to experience countless new activities and lessons 
at a much larger school can spark a life-long 
interest, or even a career path.

THE PERINS WAY
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Primary to Secondary School Transition

At Perins we make the transition process as 
straightforward as possible so that your child settles into 
this new phase of their education really easily. As soon 
as you have confirmed your child’s place we aim to get 
to know them, so that by the time September comes 
they are familiar with the new surroundings and what is 
expected of them.

Using a mixture of group Open Days, individual visits 
and induction days, there are plenty of opportunities 
for you and your child to find out about life at Perins 
before the start of the autumn term. A significant 
number of our students live out of catchment. We take 
additional steps to help these children integrate by 
offering further visits to Perins, as well as helping them 
make new friends through our friendship groups.

“ I think your school is excellent and our 
son will blossom. We look forward to 
working with you.”  
Year 6 parents

Tutors are key figures in our relationship with you 
and your child, so you have the chance to get to 
know your child’s tutor during the Year 6 summer 
term. In addition, our Assistant Head Teacher and 
Senior Guidance Manager are dedicated to Year 7. 
They oversee the transition process and ensure that, 
at every step of the way, your child is made to feel 
welcome and secure. A confident and happy student is 
more likely to achieve his or her full potential, which is 
our aim as much as yours.

We understand that queries or concerns may surface 
at any time and we are only too happy to respond, so 
every tutor’s email address is made available to you. 
Secondary school may seem less approachable than 
primary school, but it is certainly the opposite at Perins.

THE PERINS WAY
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Our flexible curriculum design allows students 
to learn at their own pace, to the best of their 
ability. When it comes to options, we work closely 
with every child to help them make the right 
subject choices to suit their capability and future 
aspirations.

ACADEMIC

“Students enjoy their learning and have excellent 
learning skills. They have good levels of concentration 

and are able to work independently and in groups. 
They are confident in using ICT to support 

their learning.”
Ofsted 
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Curriculum

Our curriculum is designed to allow a two year process 
for Key Stage 3 (Year 7 and 8) and three years for Key 
Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11). This method works well as it 
allows us to include a variety of additional qualifications, 
whether they are vocational or post-GCSE.

During Years 7 and 8 your child will study a wide range of 
subjects required by the National Curriculum. We offer 
an additional subject called Transformational Learning, 
which is designed to prepare your child for Key Stage 
4 and encourages students to develop skills such as 
reflection, critical thinking, leadership and effective 
team working. These are skills which will be invaluable 
to your child long after he or she has left Perins, either 
as preparation for further study or to help them along 
their career path. We provide a wide variety of academic 
subjects that lead to a GCSE, as well as vocational 

“ I love studying Science because you 
get to experiment with different 
chemicals. It is one of the lessons 
I look forward to because of the 
practicals’’ 
Year 8 student

qualifications and apprenticeship schemes. As we work 
to a three year process for Key Stage 4, we are also able 
to offer AS levels. Alternatively, your child may wish to 
take their time to achieve higher GCSE grades.

We work with you and your child on a personal level 
before they select their Year 9 options and this enables 
them to make the best choice to help them achieve 
their ambition. Whichever route your child opts for we 
are confident they will leave Perins with a broad range 
of outstanding skills and qualifications. 
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ICT is an important part of learning at Perins, 
which is why we encourage every student to use a 
laptop during their lessons. Everyone benefits from 
this scheme, which the students find empowering, 
and our excellent academic results demonstrate  
its effect. 

‘’Perins School is viewed as a leader in the ICT 
education field and many local and national 

stakeholders look to this project as exemplary 
practice. It has enabled 21st century teaching, 

learning and curriculum design, offering students 
a wide range of exciting opportunities which 

encourage learning.’’  
ICT ReviewLAPTOPS 

&
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Laptops and Learning
We are very proud of our pioneering laptop scheme 
which has become the envy of many secondary 
schools. All students are given the opportunity to use 
a laptop for their time at Perins for use in school and 
at home.

How the scheme works
For a suggested donation students receive a laptop 
computer which comes with a protective case, 3 years 
warranty, 3 years insurance, all the software they will 
need and full on-site support. The scheme relies on the 
commitment and donations of our parents to ensure 
that we can deliver this outstanding opportunity to 
our students. 

Benefits of E-learning
The use of computers in schools is known to promote 
independent learning which the students find 
empowering. At Perins, this has been reflected in their 
excellent exam results. Technology can be a powerful 
tool to improve learning, particularly when there 
is regular and frequent use in all subject areas, as 
opposed to once a week in an IT suite. A wide variety of 
e-Learning opportunities is used to supplement normal 
teaching strategies rather than replacing them.

Innovative Learning

E-Safety
The safety of children is taken seriously at Perins 
School. We expect our students to use their computers 
responsibly, and we provide support to make sure they 
are aware of how to stay safe when using technology 
in school and at home. 

All students attend a presentation on e-safety and 
responsible use of the internet at the start of each 
school year. For Year 7 students we also run a detailed 
project titled ‘Connect with Respect’ as part of our 
innovative Transformational Learning curriculum. 
This covers topics such as social media, privacy and 
tracking, and internet safety. The students’ Personal 
Development Learning lessons provide on-going 
training on e-safety throughout their time at Perins, 
ensuring they understand the dangers of social media 
and internet exploitation as well as keeping abreast of 
new developments.

For families, we run an e-safety presentation evening 
giving advice on how to support your child at home.

“ The innovative developments in 
ICT across all curriculum areas  
have facilitated the opportunity  
for students to develop as 
independent and enquiring 
learners.’’ Ofsted 
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At Perins we foster a caring and supportive 
environment throughout the school, ensuring 
everyone has ample opportunity to achieve 
their full potential. Thanks to our specialised 
Student Services team we are well-placed to 
identify and address any concerns as they arise.

CARE &

“Care, guidance and support are at the 
heart of this inclusive school. Students 

make outstanding progress because 
of the excellent care and 

guidance they receive.”
Ofsted 
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Support, Guidance,  
Welfare and Advice
We recognise that sometimes, for whatever reason, 
life at school may become a challenge and at Perins we 
really want to resolve problems as early as possible. Our 
support network begins with a Student Services team 
consisting of specialist non-teaching staff and Heads 
of House whose primary role is to ensure the welfare 
of your child. Student Services work closely with you 
and your child to address concerns and develop an 
individual programme, which may involve one-to-one 
or group work, or a mixture of both.

The support team also includes Year 11 volunteer 
mentors for each tutor group who offer a helping 
hand where needed. For example, helping Year 7s find 
the right classroom or simply checking that shirts are 
tucked in! If your child is finding life at secondary school 
particularly difficult, we will find them a ‘buddy’ – a Year 
11 student who will give them individual help for as long 
as it is needed.

“ I am aware that my child has been  
having a few difficulties around  
friendships – she returned home this 
evening in a much more positive frame 
of mind which I am sure was mainly due 
to the caring attitude and support she 
received from yourself and other staff at 
school today.”  
Year 7 parent

Attendance and Behaviour
Student Services monitor attendance and if your child is 
absent without your notification they will contact you 
to find out if there is an underlying problem they can 
help with. As we expect high standards of behaviour, 
our Heads of House oversee a clear rewards and 
sanctions policy.

Special Educational Needs
As an inclusive school, our approach ensures everyone 
is given the best chance to succeed. Our teachers and 
guidance team have a broad range of expertise in special 
educational needs, including ADD, ADHD, dyslexia 
and offering emotional support. We use a variety of 
strategies, including small group, class and individual 
work, to address the individual child’s requirements.

Careers Advice
There is a strong emphasis on careers with 
students looking at how they can make their 
way in the outside world from Year 7 
onwards. As they progress through 
the school our Careers Advisor 
can offer them individual 
support, providing advice and 
practical help to enable your 
son or daughter to make the 
right decisions for their future, 
whether it may be further education, 
vocational training or finding a job.
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Our relationship with you makes a valuable 
contribution to your child’s education, so 
communication is made as easy and uncomplicated 
as possible. That is why we give you every teacher’s 
email address so that you can contact them directly 
should the need arise.

WORKING 
   WITH

“We no longer have to rely on our son’s 
organisational skills to find out what is happening 

at school. We use the website and the learning 
platform and we can see his work.” 

Year 8 parent
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Keeping in Touch

We use a number of methods to keep you up-to-date 
with both your child’s progress and school news. 
Increasingly, internet platforms are making it easier 
and quicker for us to keep you informed and we take 
full advantage of the technology.

We give every parent access to Moodle, our virtual 
learning environment, so you can see your child’s 
independent learning programme for yourself, as well 
as homework planner. This useful resource contains 
more or less everything we think parents would like 
to know about Perins, and in the autumn term there is 
training on this for you if you wish. 

Regular newsletters give you general school 
information and always include a specific parents’ 
information section. Our excellent texting service lets 
you know of school closures, last-minute changes to 
school trips or that your child has arrived safely if they 
are on a residential visit.

If there is anything you would like to know concerning 
your child’s progress, we ask that you always contact 
your child’s tutor in the first instance as they are 
usually able to resolve most queries.

“ I would just like to say thank you so much for such an 
interesting evening which your staff held last night 
for parents. I found it very interesting, but more so, 
it was the obvious enthusiasm for science from all 
the staff that really came through. I now understand 
why my son enjoys his science so much and hope he 
continues to do so.” 
Year 6 parent

Progress Reviews
All year groups have the opportunity to meet with 
subject teachers at the annual parents’ evening. We 
also issue two written reports during the autumn and 
spring terms.

Parent Focus Group
We hold regular Parents Focus groups where parents 
and carers are invited to meet and discuss a range of 
school related issues. The aim is to work in partnership 
with, and build on, our relationships with parents to 
provide a way for us to listen to ideas and understand 
certain views that may help to contribute to school 
decision making. 
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Out of school activities are an important part of 
providing a rounded education. We offer a vast 
array of lunchtime and after school clubs for almost 
every sport, as well as a variety of other activities, 
including art, music and drama. 

“Students make an outstanding contribution 
to the school and the wider community.”

Ofsted 2010

ACTIVITIES



Clubs and Activities for All

Sports Clubs and Fixtures
Perins offers an extensive assortment of sporting 
activities at lunchtime and after school. Our excellent 
PE department and facilities enable us to offer clubs 
for all sports that we offer at Perins. Every student is 
welcome to join a club, no matter whether they are 
beginners or experts. We arrange fixtures with other 
local schools, as well as interhouse events throughout 
the year. We also organise Saturday fixtures and 
training sessions during school holidays, which are 
always well-attended.

Creative Arts Activities 
Perins has a thriving Creative Arts department who 
host drama productions and music concerts at various 
times throughout the year. Our wonderful Christmas 
carol service and our award winning productions 
are definitely not to be missed! In conjunction with 
Hampshire Music Service we offer a range of extra-
curricular music lessons. We even have our own 
radio station with students broadcasting regular 
live shows from our fantastic studio. 

Our annual Arts Festival takes place each spring 
and incorporates a range of disciplines including 

dance, drama, music, poetry and painting. Every 
student is encouraged to participate and the winner 

of each category takes part in the final showcase. 

Gifted and Talented Programme
We offer a specific programme aimed at supporting 
our talented sports students and we are extremely 
proud of their success. In recent years we have been 
lucky enough to boast eleven international athletes 
among our students, including tour rugby players, 
one hockey player, one cricketer, one athlete, one 
basketballer, one gymnast, one footballer and one 
modern pentathlete. The coaching expertise offered 
by staff across the school is exceptional and this is 
supplemented by twice weekly support from an 
onsite personal trainer and termly visits from local 
physiotherapists. Several of our students have won 
scholarships to some of the nation’s most renowned 
educational establishments for their sixth form studies 
to evolve their sporting prowess further. 

Outside of sport, our comprehensive gifted and 
talented programme, provides opportunities for high 
achievers to complement their standard curriculum 
with additional activities.

We encourage everyone to participate in at least one 
club as we have found these enrichment activities 
really help children to adopt a more positive approach 
to learning. We have so many clubs to choose from 
there is bound to be something to suit your child. 

www.perins.net
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“ The Young Ambassador Scheme 
is an amazing opportunity.” 
Year 10 student
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Trips and visits make a significant contribution 
to your child’s development, bringing classroom 
learning to life, broadening horizons and helping 
to develop essential life skills such as team working 
and self-confidence. 

VISITS 
&

“Words cannot describe the emotions 
I felt throughout this trip to Berlin and 

Prague. This has been very educational 
and has helped me put things in 

perspective for the future. I think that I 
will be going home a different person.”

Year 10 student



Learning Beyond the Classroom

Your child will have many opportunities to experience day 
and residential visits, both in the UK and overseas, while 
they are at Perins. We like to offer our trips to everyone 
eligible and those struggling financially can receive 
assistance. We know that students enjoy and benefit 
from these trips as they are always keen to contribute 
their excellent visit reports to school newsletters. 

Trips that take place
In addition to subject-specific trips that take place 
at various times throughout the year, there are three 
major residential visits that we encourage students  
to take. 

In Year 8 your child will be invited to Chateau de la 
Grande Romaine, on the outskirts of Paris. We stay in 
a traditional French château, set in 10 acres of grounds, 
and enjoy a mixture of adventure activities, which 
include important teamwork and confidence building 
elements, and French culture. 

When your child is in Year 9 they will have the 
opportunity to visit Calshot Activities Centre near 
Southampton. Calshot offers a wide range of land and 

“ The visit to Ogwini High 
School was for many the 
highlight of our South Africa 
tour. It was a humbling and 
uplifting experience.”  
Year 11 student

water based activities, including indoor climbing, 
skiing, sailing and the South’s only indoor velodrome.

Our final key visit is for Year 10 History students 
who take the often life-changing ‘Third Reich Tour’  
to Poland, Germany and the Czech Republic. This 
is an excellent opportunity to bring the history 
books to life as our visit takes the students to 
many of the locations they learn about while 
studying the Second World War.

South Africa Sports Tour
Every two years we organise a tour of South 
Africa for our rugby, hockey and netball teams, 
which is thoroughly enjoyed by all. We combine 
a mixture of sight seeing with sporting fixtures 
and include a visit to a township school, which 
is a moving experience for everyone. We 
encourage students to develop fund-raising 
projects to bring the overall costs down and this 
helps them develop an enterprising spirit. 

www.perins.net



18

The positive and challenging environment within the school 
provides an outstanding preparation for the students’ future 
economic well-being. The highly refined literacy, numeracy 
and ICT skills of the students, coupled with the individual 
careers advice and enterprise opportunities, help students 
focus on their ideas and raise their aspirations. Ofsted 

BACK

FORWARD
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What Our Students Say 

The Head Boy and Head Girl 
“I came to Perins from a school outside of the catchment 
area. I didn’t know anyone, but I joined the football 
team, the rugby team and got involved with the creative 
arts faculty. As the weekly training sessions, sports 
fixtures, music concerts and drama events came round, 
I met more students and before long, I had a wide group 
of friends and connections from across the school.

Perins offers a supportive and friendly environment. 
Our school moto and the school values give us a useful 
framework for how we think and behave, and there is a 
balance between the direction we take from the staff 
and the initiative and responsibility we are expected to 
take for ourselves.

As well as providing academic excellence, Perins has so 
many different extra-curricular activities on offer that 
everyone has the opportunity to get involved in school 
life. I have attended theatre visits, musical trips, sports 
events, history tours to France and Belgium, science 
challenges, enrichment days, sixth-form college and 
university taster days, not to mention participating in 
concerts, Arts Festivals and Perins Theatre productions.

I am very grateful to Perins and so many inspirational 
staff for helping me to develop a broad range of 
skills and for encouraging me to get involved in so 
many activities. My time at Perins has given me great 
experiences, great memories and great friends!”
Will Swan

“My years at Perins have definitely shaped the person I 
am today and have laid strong foundations for the rest 
of my life; I know that I can credit Perins with invaluable 
skills and experiences I’ve gained, as well as life-long 
friendships and memories I will cherish forever.

Perins has given me so many incredible opportunities 
since I stepped through the gates on my first day of 
Year 7 all the way up to now, as I embark on my final 
year here. From once in a lifetime trips in Belgium, 
France, Spain and even South Africa, to netball 
matches, productions and concerts and so much 
more. I can’t thank the staff, support and those who 
have given up their time enough for providing all these 
fantastic events and experiences for me!

One of my biggest joys has been being part of a team. 
Whether it’s been my netball team, a team that I’ve 
been with since Year 7, my creative arts team, my 
tutor and every other class, club or concert I’ve had 
the great fortune to be a part of.

I have discovered passions for netball, history, music, 
drama, maths, politics and many other subjects, none 
of which would’ve been so carefully nurtured had it not 
been for the consistent good humour, encouragement 
and support from so many fantastic teachers at Perins; 
I will never be able to thank everyone who’s been a 
part of my journey enough.”
Maisie Tween

“ The school’s rigorous 
monitoring of students’ 
progress, its creative 
approach to learning 
and its clear focus 
on the needs of the 
individual have led to 
sustained improvements 
in standards and 
demonstrate the school’s 
outstanding capacity 
to improve further.” 
Ofsted
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Our Prospectus
At Perins, we believe that encouraging self-
expression is as important as instilling traditional 
values. Our prospectus has been designed to 
reflect both the energy and individuality of our 
students and the experience and enthusiasm of 
our staff, which combine to make our school such 
an exciting and vibrant learning environment. 




